
Digital Strangelove
(or How I Learned To Stop Worrying & Love The Internet)



We are a social people. This is not new.



Discussion and stories are as old as time.



Even on the Internet.



Games | News | Community



Clay Shirkyά!ŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
socially interesting until they 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōƻǊƛƴƎέ

άΧtools don't get

socially interesting

until they get

technologically

boringΦέ

- Clay Shirky



Once upon a time even paper was impressive.



Invention of flight to mass travel?

CƭƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΧ



The making of music?

ΧƴƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ



From photography to modern 
film (phones on cameras?)

Photography?



What changed?
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Clay Shirkyά!ŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
socially interesting until they 
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Heôs on to somethingé



CǊƻƳ ŎŀǾŜ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎΧ



éTO BLOGS

Χǘƻ ōƭƻƎǎΦ



It has been
about human
expression and
stories.
(look for this to continue)





Invention of flight to mass travel?

CƭƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфлоΧ



ΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƳōƻ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфтлΦ



¢ƘŜ ƎǊŀƳƻǇƘƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ муулΧ



Χ!a ǊŀŘƛƻ ƛƴ муфрΣ Ca ƛƴ мфооΧ



Χōǳǘ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ όƻǊ ǿŀƴǘǎύ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ 
those now.



From photography to modern 
film (phones on cameras?)

The camera came along around 1840 or so.



мрл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǳǎŜǎΦ



CƛƭƳ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ муфр ǘƻƻΧ



Χмлл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ
almost anyone.



But the Internet?



40 years old, only really about 15 as
we know it.



None of these were what they are
40 years in. Let alone 15.



¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŦƛƎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǳǘΦ



²ŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΧ



Χƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅǎΦ



.ǳǘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƛǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƎǳŜǎǎΦ


